MEN OF POWER
Protector.   For the next five years until his death
he ruled as a dictator.   His power was virtually unlim-
ited; yet on the whole he used it constructively.   He
gave the country the strongest and most enlightened
government it had known since the days of Queen
Elizabeth.    His purpose, he declared, was "to make
England great and to make her worthy of her great-
ness."   He reorganized and rehabilitated the nation's
finances, consolidated the governments of Scotland,
Ireland, and England, patronized learning, encouraged
public education, founded a new University of Durham,
and did his best to bring peace among the warring
religious sects.    Politics and national issues had be-
come so thoroughly entangled with sectarian differ-
ences and so fused by emotional heat that it was impos-
sible to separate them.   Strategy, as well as common
sense, demanded toleration and conciliation.    Crom-
well applied both.   Although he favored the Independr
ents, Presbyterians, and Baptists, he insisted that the
test of religion was not in doctrine but in conduct that
gave evidence of "the grace of God."   He made this
test the basic requirement for all preachers whose sal-
aries were to be paid by the state.   Even his opponents
admitted that he thus "did abundance of good to the
church" and "saved many a congregation from igno-
rant, ungodly, drunken teachers."   Catholics, Anglicans,
Jews, and Quakers were persecuted minorities, but
Cromwell's influence mitigated their sufferings.    He
refused to repress them so long as they did not pfot
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